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Tn the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 1-2, Please amend claims 1 3-14. The claims arc as follows; 
1-2. (Canceled) 

3. (Original) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 

preparing electronic mail for sending from an originator to a recipient; 
reading from a memory an authentication key associated with the originator; 
including the authentication key in an open field ofthc electronic mail; and 
sending the electronic mail from the originator to the recipient. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the electronic mail has a subject line, and the open 
field of the electronic mail is the subject line. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the authentication key associated with the 
originator is further associated with the recipient. 

6. (Original) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 

receiving electronic mail from an originator; 

determining whether an authentication key is present in an open field of the electronic 

mail; 

when an authentication key is present, determining whether die authentication key is 
associated with the originator; and 
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rejecting the electronic mail when the authentication key is not associated with the 
originator. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the open field is a subject line of the electronic 
mail. 

8. (Original) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 

receiving electronic mail from an originator; 

determining whether an authentication key is expected to be present in an open field of 
the electronic mail; 

when an authentication key is expected to be present, determining whether the 
authentication key is present; and 

rejecting the electronic mail when the authentication key is not present. 

9. (Original) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 

receiving electronic mail from an originator; 
. determining whether an authentication key is expected to be present in an open field of 

(ho electronic mail; 

when an authentication key is expected to be present, determining whether the 
authentication key is present; 

when the authentication key is not present, rejecting the electronic mail; and 

when the authentication key is present, determining whether the authentication key is 
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associated with the originator, accepting the electronic mail when the authentication key is 
associated with the originator, and rejecting the electronic mail when the authentication key is 
not associated with the originator. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of determining whether an authentication 
key is expected to be present in an open field of the electronic mail further includes the step of 
reading a memory at an address that is dependent upon a source identifier that identifies the 
originator. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of determining whether the 
authentication key is associated with the originator further includes the step of reading a memory 
at an address that is dependent upon a source identifier that identifies the originator. 

12. (Original) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 

preparing electronic mail for sending from an originator to a recipient; 
sending the electronic mail from the originator to the recipient; 
receiving the electronic mail from the originator; 

determining whether an authentication key is present in an open field of the electronic 

mail; 

when an audienlication key is present in the open field, determining whether the 
authentication key present in the open Held is associated with the originator; and 
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rejecting the electronic mail when the authentication key is not associated with the 
originator. 

13. (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 

prcpa iiugduiiuaii mail for sending H u m an u ii^ i na l ut to i -redpterrt; 

s ending tin clecUimie iua'i! fiuni the originate lu flu i&eipient; 

receiving the electronic mail from the an originator,, the electronic ™ai) having hesa 
p reviously prepared for sen d ing from the originator to the recipient ; 

determining whether an authentication key is expected to be present in an open field of 
ihe electronic mail; 

when an authentication key is expected to be present, determining whether the 

authentication key is present; and 

rejecting the electronic mail when the authentication key is not present in the open field 

of the electronic mail. 

14. (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail having a subject line, 

comprising the steps of: 

ptep^nrt^tnnnc-ina il for &ending - fium an o riginate with ti acwr cc idcutifiu to a 

recipimVw Hli a destinat io n identifie r ; 

sending the, cleet t ume mail Horn the originat e * tu the rec i pien t; 

receiving the electronic mail from fee an originator, jhn r-lrr.lronic mail having been 
r .^,»,.c1 Y p arrel for sending fmm the originator with a source jrlmtificr to the recipient wi thji 
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destination identifier ; 

determining whether an authentication key is expected to be present in an open field of 
the electronic mail; 

ivhf . n ^ ^rntin*;™ ke. y is not expected to be present accenting the electronic mail; 
when an the authentication key is expected to be present, determining whether the 

authentication key is present; 

when the authentication key is present, determining whether the authentication key is 
associated with the originator and farther associated with the recipient; 

accepting the electronic mail when the authentication key is determined to be associated 

with the originator and the recipient; 

rejecting the electronic mail when the authentication key is determined not to be 
associated with the originator and farther associated with the recipient; and[[J] 

when the authentication key is not present, rejecting the electronic mail. 



6 
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